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SUBJECT: ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS OF THE VENEZUELAN CONGRESS 

1. WHEN THE VENEZUELAN CONGRESS RECONVENES ON MARCH 3 IT WILL ELECT 
OFFICERS FOR ITS 1975 SESSION. THE CURRENT PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, 

(WHO IS ALSO PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS) AD SENATOR GONZALO BARRIOS, 

IS CERTAIN OF REELECTION. A STRUGGLE HAS DEVELOPED, HOWEVER, OVER 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY THE 
INDEPENDENT DEPUTY (ELECTED ON THE COPEI SLATE) GONZALO RAMIREZ 
CUBILLAN. 

2. ACCORDING TO AGREEMENT BETWEEN AD (WHICH CONTROLS THE CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES) AND COPEI (WHICH HAS THE NEXT LARGEST REPRESENTATION IN 
THAT CHAMBER), AD SUPPORTS THE COPEI NOMINEE OF A CANDIDATE FOR 

THE PRESIDENCY OF THE LOWER HOUSE. LAST YEAR COPEI PRESENTED RAMIREZ 
AS ITS CANDIDATE, IN THE BELIEF THAT RAMIREZ WOULD WORK WELL WITH 
THE AD MAJORITY BUT AT THE SAME TIME EFFECTIVELY PUSH THE INTERESTS 
OF COPEI AS WELL AS THE OTHER OPPOSITION PARTIES REPRESENTED IN 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 

3. VIRTUALLY PARALYZED BY ITS 1973 ELECTORAL DEFEAT, COPEI MOUNTED 
ONLY INEFFECTUAL OPPOSITION TO AD IN THE CONGRESS DURING 1974, AND 
INCREASING COPE CIRITICISM OF RAMIREZ AS A TOOL OF AD HAS BEEN 
VOICED IN RECENT MONTHS. CONSEQUENTLY, ON FEB. 18, COPEI DECIDED 
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AND HAS AD SUPPORT, AND PUT FORWARD ONE OF ITS OWN FOR THE JOB. 

AFTER SOME INFIGHTING BY VARIOUS COPEI ASPIRANTS, COPEI SELECTED 
COPEI DEPUTY FROM ZULIA OSWALDO ALVAREZ PAZ, A YOUNG LAWYER 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE PARTY'S LEFT WING. ALVAREZ PAZ IS ALSO A 
NEPHEW OF MEP LEADER JESUS ANGEL PAZ GALARRAGA AND APPARENTLY 
HAS THE SUPPORT OF MOST OF THE OTHER OPPOSITION DEPUTIES. 

4. ON FEB. 19 AD AGREED TO ACCEPT ALVAREZ PAZ AS THE COPEI CANDIDATE 
FOR THE PRESIDENCY OF THE DEPUTIES. AD OBVIOUSLY REGARDS WITH MIS- 
GIVINGS ALVAREZ PAZ AS LEADER OF THE LOWER HOUSE, BUT PREFERS TO GO 
ALONG WITH HIS SELECTION RATHER THAN RISK A FIGHT WITH COPEI AND 
PROBABLY THE OTHER OPPOSITION PARTIES ON THE EVE OF THE BEGINNING OF 
THE 1975 ORDINARY SESSION OF CONGRESS, WHICH MUST CONSIDER MUCH 
IMPORTANT LEGISLATION, NOTABLY THE NATIONALIZATION OF THE PETROLEUM 
INDUSTRY. ALVAREZ PAZ' ELECTION AS THE NEW DEPUTIES' PRESIDENT 
THEREFORE SEEMS ASSURED. 

5. COMMENT: ALVAREZ PAZ' CANDIDACY IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT 
PRESAGES AN END TO COPEI INACTIVITY IN THE CONGRESS AND A RETURN TO 
MUCH MORE MILITANT LEGISLATIVE PARTISANSHIP. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ’ LONG HONEYMOON WITH THE VENEZUELAN CONGRESS HAS THUS DRAWN 
TO AN END. 
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